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The Plot to Kill Jesus; Jesus Enters Jerusalem  (John 11:45-12:19)
Main Point:  Nothing in this world compares to the new life that Jesus offers.

Key Verse:  Those who love their life in this world will lose it. Those who care nothing for their life in this world will keep it for eternity.  John 12:25

Materials:  “Pharisees vs. Mary” fill-in-the-blank chart with cut up word pieces


         Decisions, Decisions cards

Personal Application:

· Say: Today we saw two different reactions to Jesus and His good news about the kingdom of God. Let’s fill in the blanks together to see what some of the reactions were to Jesus. 

· Fill in the blanks on the chart together. Have your group check the answer key to see if they guessed the right answers. 

· Say: Every time we hear new truths about Jesus we have to make a decision to either follow Him with all our heart or turn our backs on the truth. Every decision we make comes with a consequence and we either become more like Jesus or less like Him. The choices are not always easy to make! 

· Share a time when you made a decision to follow Christ in an area of your life that seemed difficult to do at the time, but deepened your love of Him.

Hands on Application: 

· Say: Following Jesus is not always the easiest way even though it is always the best way. These kids have some tough decisions to make. Can you help them make the right choice?

· Read the “Decisions, Decisions” scenario cards and discuss the options.

Group Discussion:

· Say: Can you think of a time when it felt hard to follow Jesus even though you knew it was right? Let’s read John 12:25 together and think of ways that this verse can help us if we are in those situations again.

Conversation with God (Prayer): 

Pray that we will learn to love Jesus more than the ways of this world, and that we will have an understanding of our life in perspective of eternity.  Fill in prayer journal and close in prayer.
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The answers:

The Pharisees heard Jesus' good news and saw His miracles and
worried that He would change their lives, o they plotted to kill Him.

Mary heard Jesus’ good news and saw His miracles and worshipped
Him because He could change her life, so she gave the best gift that
she had to offer




The Plot to Kill Jesus; Jesus Enters Jerusalem

Decisions, Decisions

	Ariel is really in a quandary! Her huddle leader is going to go to Ecuador this summer to tell children there about Jesus. Ariel wants to give some money so her leader can buy supplies, but she feels like she doesn’t have very much to give. She gets an allowance, but there won’t be much left over after she buys her new Ugg boots. She really wants to help, but just doesn’t know how she can.


	Bummer! Justin heard AGAIN in family devotion time that we should be kind to each other. He would have NO problem with that Bible verse if he didn’t have a little brother. He is just not sure how he can be kind when his little brother is so annoying. 

	Jonah has a big decision to make. His friend Wesley told Jonah that he would like to come to church with him this week. Wesley has never been even though Jonah has been inviting him all year. Jonah was really excited until he realized that this week he was going to another friend’s party Saturday night and was hoping to sleep in Sunday morning and skip church. What is he going to do?


	Justina is really wondering what to do about her friend Isabella. Justina knows her friend doesn’t know Jesus. She wants to share with Isabella how much Jesus loves her, but every time she opens her mouth, she gets so nervous! How will Justina ever get up the nerve to tell her friend about Jesus?  


